
 



 



 
 
 
 

HISTORY OF BEGINNINGS 
AND EXPANSION 

OF THE CURSILLO MOVEMENT 
(Compiled by Francis Napoli – Gibraltar) 

 
When history is written, it refers to concrete events that have occurred at a 
specific time and place. The testimonies compiled should represent a trustworthy 
and objective verification of facts taken from stored data and documents that 
corroborate the events, but what is needed above all is objectivity, one that 
would preclude any preconceived feelings or interests. 
 
As far as Cursillos in Christianity are concerned, it is well known that many 
factors have occurred in different places. Many testimonies from those who 
experienced these events have been compiled. The difficulty, as regards an 
objective history, is maintaining an objective evaluation of the facts.  
 
Cursillos in Christianity do not belong to anyone. There can be no copyright to 
them since they are in fact the work of the Grace of God. Without His influence 
they would not have the vivid spiritual success leaders encounter in every 
Cursillo they attend. In essence, Cursillos are “Christ-centered” and are therefore 
the property of Our Lord Jesus Christ alone. Everyone else is just a mere 
instrument in his hands, there to help Him in this great work of evangelization. 
These include the founders who, by the intercession of the Holy Spirit, received 
the Foundational Charism of our beloved Movement. 
 
To pretend to write a “History of Cursillos in Christianity” is a daring enterprise, 
for it carries with it the grave risk of inadvertently leaving out of it important 
people, facts or things. I am in no way pretentious and would like to stress that 
most of the information contained in this paper has been gathered from the 
historical works of many dedicated people involved in the spreading of Cursillos 
to all parts of the world. People who like us here today, fell in love with Jesus 
one day when He looked at us and gave Him a great “yes” to everything He asks 
from us. 
 
A great deal has been said and written about Cursillos in Christianity. Some 
defend it with passion, others attack it viciously. Some love it, some don’t. 
However, one thing is true, Cursillos in Christianity continue to be a reality in 



today’s Church. But let me start at the beginning and we shall see how the whole 
process evolved. 
        
 
 
1. The climate in Spain during the 1940´s 
 
Ecclesiastic life in Spain in the period between 1939 and 1950 could be defined as 
a time, the main characteristic of which, was an attempt towards total religious 
restoration. Circumstances and time urges me to refer you to the Spanish Civil 
War, which took place between 1936 and 1939, in which the forces loyal to the 
Republican regime which was instituted in 1931, fought the traditional 
monarchical-inclined forces of General Franco. The latter included the admirers 
of the fascist movements and the Catholics, who were the final winners in a 
country left with over 500,000 war dead and economically desolate. 
 
The new regime instituted by Franco gave the Catholic Church unimaginable 
powers and influence as a form of buying loyalty to themselves. The Church then 
embarked in a process of “popular religious practices” to try and bring the ex 
war enemies together. These included the restoration of images and traditional 
celebrations and processions, the repeated personal offerings to the hearts of 
Jesus and Mary by the dioceses and cities, and the popular religious effect of the 
parading of images like that of the Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of Fátima, or those 
representing the passion of Christ, which are traditionally paraded during Easter 
Week. The attraction and folklore of these processions, which include musical 
bands and songs directed at the images at intervals during their journey through 
the streets, no doubt created a religious atmosphere of devotion at the time 
which still persists today in Spain. The presence of figures of authority and of 
high-ranking persons consolidated the political and religious significance of 
these events and implied the unity of an integral restoration project, that would 
embrace the social structure as a whole and convey a sacred significance. 
 
The island of Mallorca, in the Mediterranean Sea, not far from mainland Spain 
and birthplace of Cursillos in Christianity, was first colonized by the Romans 
and then occupied by Muslims for five centuries, until the King of Aragon, 
Jacques 1st, re-conquered the island on 31st December 1229. Being isolated and 
mountainous, it soon became a place of choice for monasteries in the middle 
ages. Many congregations were founded in Mallorca (7 for men and 14 for 
women), with the island’s main spirituality being its devotion to the Virgin 
Mary. Sanctuaries dedicated to Our Lady are numerous, and it is in the midst of 
two of these that the St. Honorat Monastery is situated. It is here that the first 
numbered Cursillo takes place as we will see, in 1949.  
 



It is in Mallorca also that Eduardo Bonnin Aguiló, a name no one can ignore in 
the history of the Cursillo Movement, is born on 4th May 1917 into a rather 
wealthy Catholic family of 10 children. Eduardo gave himself wholly to the 
Movement from the beginnings and was still active in Mallorca until the day he 
died on 6th February 2008.     
Descendent from a Jewish family forced to convert to Catholicism during the 
Spanish Inquisition around the XVI century, his parents tried to avoid their 
children being victimized by the more traditional Catholic inhabitants of the 
island. Converted Jews were practically forced to live in “ghettos” alienated from 
the rest of society and were even forced to marry within until well into the 20th 
century. He studied with the Augustinians and also attended the La Salle College 
in Palma de Mallorca.  
 
So Eduardo was brought up in a profound Catholic faith but in a rather closed 
circle, with few contacts outside of his family and the merchant communities. He 
was known to be a highly cultural and religious young man, brilliant in his 
relationships with others in spite of his timidity. His great sense of humour was 
also well known by all. Having been called for military service in 1937, which 
lasted nine years until 1946, Eduardo’s life changed overnight from living in a 
traditional and closed environment, to forming a relationship with all social 
classes, deep in the most authentic reality of young men in those days. He 
concluded that the men he was with in the army, who were not only de-
Christianized but also clearly hostile to the Catholic religion, were nevertheless 
still keeping a series of gospel values (such as rejection of lying and hypocrisy, 
open to all social classes, sense of friendship etc).  
 
In the early 40’s, both in Mallorca and the rest of Spain, Catholic youth were 
classified in two different structures or environments with no communication 
between them. On the one hand the rich, most of whom had carried out their 
studies in private religious schools, and many of whom joined the Opus Dei 
movement or Marian congregations; and on the other hand a minority of middle-
to-low class from the rural areas, more in touch with parishes and religious 
orders intent on keeping them away from sin. It is in this last group that Eduardo 
Bonnin was to be found. Both these classes were however being nurtured by the 
youth section of Catholic Action, from where some of the contents of the talks 
used in Cursillos were taken from their week-long courses for young people. 
These courses were a part of the build-up to the pilgrimage to the tomb of the 
Apostle James in Santiago de Compostela, organized by Catholic Action and 
which took place in 1948 with the participation of 70,000 young people from all 
over Spain. The idea of the pilgrimage had been conceived by the then president 
of Catholic Action Fr Manuel Aparici (now beatified), and was part of a promise 
made to Pope Pius XI in 1936 to develop Christian Action into “the guide and 
example to all Christians”. The pilgrimage was carried out to demonstrate the 



holy character of the movement and its desire to follow in the steps of sanctity 
towards the Lord.   
 
 
 
The week-long courses imparted before the Pilgrimage by Catholic Action were 
called “Cursillos for Advanced Pilgrims”, in my opinion simply because the 
pilgrimage was planned 10 years in advance in 1938. To this effect, and literally 
10 years in advance, the 1948 Holy Year of Compostela was organized. 
 
The programme for these Cursillos for Advanced Pilgrims was overwhelming, 
but nevertheless positive. Among other things, they galvanized the apostolic 
leadership and incorporated a few new leaders, who in time would bring about 
the birth and realization of the Cursillos in Christianity. It is important to make 
clear however, that the Cursillos in Christianity were specifically different from 
the Cursillos for Advanced Pilgrims. The former were neither the product nor 
adaptation of the latter, but instead the fruit of tireless and productive work. 
Indeed one can assert they were miraculously productive. 
 
At the beginning of 1947, Monsignor Juan Hervás y Benet, until then auxiliary 
Bishop of Valencia, arrived in Mallorca to be the Coadjutor Bishop – with rights 
of succession to the then Archbishop José Miralles, who was already 88 years old. 
 
Monsignor Juan Hervás was born in Puzol, a small town of Valencia, on 30th 
November 1905. He was ordained priest on 16th June 1929 after pursuing his 
studies at the Metropolitan Seminary of Valencia. After obtaining his doctorate in 
Civil and Canon law at the Catholic University of Freiburg in Switzerland in 
1939, he was consecrated as auxiliary Bishop of the Archbishop of Valencia on 
23rd April 1944. This young Bishop was only 41 when he was transferred to 
Mallorca in 1947, dedicating himself to taking care of the youth and lay 
apostolate in general. 
 
Archbishop Miralles died in late December 1947 and succeeding him as Bishop of 
Mallorca, Mons Hervás immediately transformed the diocese radically, obtaining 
rich and positive fruits, which were the product of his tireless dedication and 
apostolic fervour. He knew how to uncover sensitive feelings in people and 
protected the initiatives of the dynamic apostolic principles of young people, 
sometimes at the risk of compromising his own prestige. The Cursillo Movement 
was in fact, as we will see later on, to be the reason for his sudden transfer from 
Mallorca to Ciudad Real in the centre of Spain. 
 
Another of the “Initiators” of the Cursillo Movement, together with Mons 
Hervás and Eduardo Bonnin, was to be Fr Sebastián Gayá Riera, who had been 
appointed by Archbishop Miralles, at the request of Mons Hervás, as Diocese 



Adviser to the JACE (Young Christian Action of Spain). Father Gaya was also a 
very dynamic and committed man, capable of reaching the heart of the young. 
He was born in Felanix (Mallorca) on 30th July 1913 and carried out his priestly 
studies at the Palma de Mallorca Seminary from 1926 to 1937. 
Sebastián Gayá was ordained to the priesthood on 22nd May 1937 in the 
Cathedral of Palma de Mallorca and from 1939 to 1956 was a professor in the 
Palma Seminary in various language and history subjects. 
 
In 1944 Fr Sebastián founded the School for the Diocesan Council of the youth of 
Catholic Action. It was to be from this school that, together with Mons Hervás, 
Eduardo Bonnin and the rest of the initiators, the evangelizing method that gave 
birth to the Cursillo Movement took form. We of course owe him the “Pilgrim´s 
Guide” as well as the “Apostolic Hour”, which are still in use today. 
 
Someone once said about Cursillos that:-  Mons Juan Hervás was the 
“Producer”, Eduardo Bonnin was the “Director”, and Fr Sebastián Gayá “wrote 
the script”. 
 
Many others were instrumental in the success of Cursillos, such as Fr Juan Capó, 
but it would be a tremendous task for me to enumerate each and every one of 
them without falling into the trap of boring you. 
 
We now arrive at the 1st numbered Cursillo of 7th January 1949. It was not just 
another Cursillo – one more, but one that would turn out to be different. 
 
The spiritual directors were Fr Juan Capó and Fr Guillermo Payeras and, joining 
them on the last day, Fr Sebastián Gayá. Eduardo Bonnin was the weekend co-
ordinator, Bartholomew Ruitort, Andrés Rullán, and Guillermo Estarellas were 
the speakers, with Guillermo Font as assistant. Surely a “special” team for  
something equally special – that of being the first in a great series. The Cursillo 
began at around 7 p.m.   
 
The Monastery of Saint Honorat  had been chosen for the occasion. It is situated 
in the Luliano hills, in a little town called Randa, 30 kilometres away from Palma 
de Mallorca and was in the care of the Missionaries of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus 
and Mary. 
 
Ideal because of its location, it nevertheless presented a few drawbacks. To begin 
with, there was no electricity and the possibilities for supplies were scarce. Very 
early in the morning, before beginning the Cursillo activities, the members of the 
team, taking it in turns, would walk down the hill with a jar on their shoulders to 
fetch milk for the day. Bread had to be found at Lluchmayor, 12 kilometres away. 
It was necessary to borrow a bicycle for this task. As far as meat is concerned, a 



lamb was carved prior to the Cursillo by the team, with the help of the 
candidates who were to experience their first Cursillo. 
  
The Cursillo was a resounding spiritual success and from that point on, thanks to 
the influence of Bishop Hervás and the good and conscientious work of Fr 
Sebastián Gayá, Eduardo Bonnin, Fr Juán Capó and others, Cursillos were held 
at an accelerated pace – around 30 in Mallorca during the first year. The 
Movement was thereby given a tremendous boost and its name spread 
throughout Mallorca. In the words of Monsignor Hervás, “a gold mine had been 
uncovered and it was necessary to apply one´s intelligence and heart to operate 
it”. The fountain had started to flow and it was necessary to gather its water. God 
had drawn back a veil and discovered a great field in the longing for apostolate. 
 
Let us not forget that when the Movement started, only young men were allowed 
to live the Cursillo experience and only in some exceptional cases were men 
allowed. The success was fantastic and the young men were so enthused that 
twice they waited for Monsignor Hervás to be seated in his car before they lifted 
it at arms length and carried him to his residence.  
 
Such was the enthusiasm that women started to feel the urge of sharing in and 
being a part of that happiness. It was not however until 1953 that the first 
Cursillo for women takes place in Colombia as we will see later on. Spain was to 
follow suit in 1958 thanks to a personal lady friend of Eduardo Bonnin by the 
name of Maite Agustí, better known as Maite Humet, and Margarita Calders. 
There are a number of articles written on this matter and that of the proposal by 
Fr Juán Capó of the holding of exclusive “Cursillos for men”, separate to the 
“Cursillos for young men”. Eduardo Bonnin was completely against the idea of 
“specialized” Cursillos, but it was not until years later that Monsignor Hervás 
intervened in this controversy with a decree for Cursillos to be imparted 
exclusively to adult men, exceptionally allowing the participation of young men 
who could accredit a certain maturity. 
 
As in most of God´s work on Earth, the Cursillo Movement was openly criticized 
by those who opposed it, mainly within the clergy. The fact is that the majority of 
young priests were all in favour of Cursillos, whilst the  majority of priests over 
45 positioned themselves against it, in allegiance with the older generation of 
historically “true life Catholics”, who started to become terribly uncomfortable 
with the young Cursillistas, whom they thought believed themselves to be better 
Christians than anyone. To this end, all sorts of negative stories about Cursillos 
started to flourish in Mallorca. 
 
The Cursillo Movement was accused of coercive practices both against 
Cursillistas themselves and the non-believers. One example of this was the 



repeated story of a Cursillista that was seen in a cabaret of bad repute in 
Mallorca.  
It is said that in the early hours of the morning a group of the faithful came in 
brandishing a crucifix and embarrassing him in public. It has been proved 
however, that the events were completely different and as follows:- 
 
Eduardo Bonnin and a Antonio Darder, having found out that one of the 
members of their Group Reunion had absent-mindedly turned up at the cabaret, 
came in themselves like any other client, and Darder took the opportunity to 
greet his friend and shake him by the hand while he himself held a small crucifix 
in the palm of his hand; this being enough to make him decide to abandon the 
cabaret and his attitude. Many more of these type of instances have been written 
and on which I obviously I cannot delve into for lack of time.  
 
Cursillos in Mallorca continued to take place in strong and controversial 
circumstances, but it was evident that the island constituted an excessively small 
framework for such vast energy. It was therefore divine providence that brought 
Fr Pedro Mauri to Mallorca in 1952 as a missionary priest to preach in public 
squares as part of the “Holy Mission” instigated by Bishop Hervás. Fr Mauri was 
well known to him even before his consecration to priesthood. Divine 
providence again worked and Eduardo Bonnin, looking for a priest to talk to a 
young man who had been touched by Grace, came to meet Fr Mauri and talk to 
him extensively about Cursillos. The latter, convinced about the potential of 
Cursillos, participated in some of them in Mallorca and through his efforts the 
first Cursillo took place in mainland Spain in Valencia from 15th to 19th August 
1953. From there it spread to Tarrasa and Tarragona, throughout the Catalan 
region and all over Spain.    
 
As mentioned before, the first Cursillo for women took place in Colombia in 1953 
and came about as a result of the participation in a Cursillo in Mallorca of Fr 
Rafael Sarmiento, who was to be spiritual director of Women´s Catholic Action 
in Colombia. Fr Sarmiento was impressed with the method of Cursillo, both with 
its technique and with the results, even though he had been previously advised 
against Cursillos by some Mallorcan priests upon his arrival in the island. A few 
months after his departure, the leaders in Mallorca received a letter from him 
saying that the 1st Cursillo would be held shortly in Colombia, but would be for 
ladies. 
 
From then on, and after a lot of controversy between the clergy and the laity, 
most of them instigated by male chauvinism at the time, it was Eduardo Bonnin 
who is known to have said that “There are no male and female souls”. The 1st 
Cursillo in Spain for women took place in Tarragona from 29th April to 2nd May 
1958, with Maite and Margarita having been allowed to live a mens´ Cursillo 



behind a curtain in order to get a better and more profound knowledge of the 
method. 
 
Now let us go back three years to 1955. Suddenly, six years after the 1st Cursillo, 
held at the St Honorat Monastery, Bishop Hervás was transferred, without 
apparent reason, from Palma de Mallorca to Ciudad Real in the centre of Spain. 
What really happened? Well, it is a very sad story. One of the most virulent 
opponents to the Movement was the superior of Palma´s seminary, whose 
bishop was Mosignor Hervás. Unable to silence the rector, Mgr Hervás decided 
to dismiss him. However, being from a very rich and influential Spanish family, 
the rector swore that Mgr Hervás would lose his post. He succeeded, and shortly 
after, Mgr Hervás was exiled to Ciudad Real. The new appointed Bishop of 
Palma was Mgr Jesús Enciso Viana, friend of the rector. His first official act was 
the publication on 25th August 1956, of a pastoral letter warning the diocesans 
against the Cursillo Movement. He effectively banned the Movement by 
forbidding all types of gathering. Years of silence and suffering began.  
 
Having said that, however, Eduardo Bonnin and his co-leaders came up with the 
idea of holding what they called “moveable Ultreyas” within the public squares 
of Palma. This consisted in having groups of five or six people sitting at tables in 
cafeterias situated in these squares, from where two persons would get up and 
go over to another table to exchange experiences and moments close to Christ. It 
was, to all intents and purposes, a real experience for those sitting at the tables.   
 
The ban lasted six years from 1956 to 1962, during which time a series of 
departures amongst the priests took place from the island. These included Fr 
Sebastián Gayá and Fr Juán Capó, who followed Mgr Hervás to the mainland. 
Others went as far as South America, to Perú and other countries. Bishop 
Hervás´s departure from Mallorca was to become a blessing in disguise for the 
expansion of Cursillos worldwide. Dozens of Latin-American bishops travelled 
to meet with him and needless to say, took the idea of Cursillos back to their 
dioceses. The great expansion had begun! 
 
It was logical for South America to become the area from where the international 
expansion took place, mainly due to the Spanish-speaking population. Colombia 
started off with a women´s Cursillo as has been mentioned before in 1953. Ten 
years later, Cursillo was to be found all over the continent.  
A total of 20 countries from Latin America joined together to form the first of the 
four International Groups (the GLCC) that comprise the OMCC (World 
Organization of Cursillos in Christianity). 
 
The 1st Cursillo in the United States took place in 1957. It was imparted in the 
main by three cursillistas from Mallorca who had gone to the US for their 



military service. This first two were to be in  Spanish and were held in Waco, 
Texas. Then in 1961 the first Cursillo in English also took place in Texas. 
 Today over 2 million people have lived their Cursillo in the US in six languages; 
English, Filipino, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish and Vietnamese. Moreover, while 
expanding throughout the United States, they have reached many Protestant 
churches, notably the Episcopalian church and the Methodist church. The United 
States, Canada, Grenada, Jamaica, St-Vincent, Trinidad and Barbados, together 
form the NA/CG (North American/Carribean Group) International Group.  
 
Following the first Cursillo held in the United Sates in 1957, talks and literature 
were translated into English, and this led to a rapid introduction of the 
Movement throughout the English speaking world and into Asia and the Pacific 
region. In 1963 the USA introduced Cursillos in the Philippines and from then 
on, it was the Filipinos themselves who were instrumental in the spreading of the 
Movement throughout the Pacific. 
 
It is also in 1963 that Cursillos reach Australia through Spanish migrants who 
had been involved with the Movement in Spain. They conducted Cursillos for 
men and women in 1963 and 1964, with the first Cursillo in English taking place 
in 1965 with the help of some USA nationals. The USA also brought Cursillos to 
Sri Lanka in 1964 and helped set up the Movement in Hawaii after a group was 
sent, with the approval of the Bishop, to live a Cursillo in California. 
 
In 1965 a group of Filipino Cursillistas introduced the Cursillo in Vietnam. The 
USA had gone into Vietnam to support the nationalist army to fight back the 
invasion. A civil action group was also sent from the Phillipines to support South 
Vietnam. The commander was General Tobias, himself a Cursillista. Thanks to 
his influence, Cursillos were imparted in English by a group of Filipino 
Cursillistas serving with the allied forces. The first Cursillos were attended by 
Vietnamese government officials and military personnel in Saigon, spreading 
very quickly throughout South Vietnam. Many South Vietnamese left their 
country after the 1975 take-over by North Vietnam and settled in many countries 
around the world in search of freedom. Vietnam in Diaspora established a 
Cursillo Movement in Canada in 1977, USA in 1981, Australia in 1992, France in 
1993 and Germany thereafter. 
 
Cursillos were introduced to South Korea in 1967, again by Filipino Cursillistas, 
who flew to Seoul to conduct the 1st weekend in English. Within three years the 
Cursillo had spread throughout the country with over 150,000 Cursillistas.  
 
Filipinos again were the instigators of the first Cursillo held in Taiwan. Later on 
Taiwanese Cursillistas then conducted Cursillos in Chinese to the Chinese 
communities in Los Angeles and San Francisco.        
 



1968 saw the 1st Cursillo in Japan and was to be the first officially-known Cursillo 
to be conducted in English by a team from the USA with Japanese interpreters. 
 
Cursillos are known to be established also in Singapore, Saipan, Guam and 
Thailand. The Asia Pacific Group continues to be very active and was successful, 
after many attempts, to introduce Cursillos in New Zealand in 2003. 
 
In Europe the first Cursillo outside Spain took place in Vienna, Austria in June 
1960 and was closely followed by that held in Fátima, Portugal in November 
1960. Italy followed and then Germany, with Switzerland, Belgium, Gibraltar, 
Ireland and England very close behind. The origins of all these were of course 
linked to the Spanish immigrants who had lived the experience of Cursillo, and 
such was their joy and enthusiasm that they continued to promote it wherever 
they went. One of these was Fr Josef Garcia-Cascales, who was to be 
instrumental in introducing Cursillos in Central Europe. 
 
He lived his Cursillo in Burgos, Spain in 1959 and on  his return to Vienna 
preparations began for the first Cursillo held in the city, in German in 1960. The 
Movement grew in strength and soon leaped on to Germany with a team from 
Vienna imparting the first Cursillo in March 1961 in the Diocese of Rottenburg. A 
testimony given by one of the pilgrims, Leonard Geiger, who had been a fervent 
Nazi, was to have a profound influence in the beginnings of Cursillos in 
Germany. Meetings took place in preparation of Cursillos being held in East 
Germany, but due to pressure from the communist police, it was not possible to 
commence Cursillos there until after the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
 
Cursillos were also introduced by Fr Hans Kaufmann from Vienna into 
Switzerland, and the first of these took place in January 1970 in the Diocese of St 
Gallen. Since then, Cursillos have been imparted in French, English and German. 
 
Fr Garcia-Cascales and a group of leaders from Vienna travelled to Croatia and 
invited Bishop Mijo Skvorc and the Parish Priest of Samobor to attend a Cursillo 
in Vienna, with both accepting the invitation without a single question. They 
lived their Cursillo together with a Fr Andrija Vrane, a young Priest from 
Oborovo. Later, together with Fr Garcia Cascales and a group of leaders, they 
introduced Cursillos to communist Croatia, which continues with great vitality 
to today. 
 
Pope John Paul II, in a private conversation, expressed his wish for Cursillos to 
be introduced in his native country, Poland. To date, however, due to a series of 
different circumstance, Cursillos have not yet been introduced in Poland, 
although there are many cursillistas there who have lived their experience 
elsewhere. 
 



In the 1980's the Movement was introduced in Hungary after all guidelines etc 
had been translated from German to Hungarian. This came about through the 
good contacts and insistence of Fr Garcia Cascales with a group of Benedictine 
priests from Pannonhalma. The communist authorities threatened them and 
prohibited further meetings. Fr Cascales however continued to meet Bishop 
Joszef Cserhati of the Diocese of Pecs as a guest in the latter's palace, but always 
came against difficulties. The communist authorities seemed to know everything 
that was being spoken in the Bishop's palace. After the Berlin Wall came down 
and with the demise of communism in Hungary, a total of 16 microphones were 
found in the Episcopal Palace! Cursillos were first introduced in the Diocese of 
Esztergom-Budapest and continue to grow throughout the country. 
 
Cursillos were taken from Hungary to Rumania by Rumanian gipsies who had 
lived their Cursillo in Hungary, with German cursillistas being instrumental in 
taking Cursillos to the Czech Republic, the first of these taking place in the 
Diocese of Brno.     
 
In Holland the first Cursillo took place in May 1984 and soon thereafter these 
were introduced in Belgium by Cursillos Francophone of Canada.    
 
More recently, a team from Gibraltar and Ireland led by Francis Napoli from 
Gibraltar travelled to South Africa in 2009 and started Cursillos in the city of 
Durban under the auspices of the Bishop of the Diocese. Since then Cursillos 
have also been held in Johannesburg and Pretoria and continue to expand 
throughout the Country. It is hoped that the Movement will soon spread to other 
parts of Africa. In fact Cursillos were taken to Angola by a group of Portuguese 
leaders and Cursillos Francophone of Canada were instrumental in introducing 
Cursillos to Benin and Togo. A group of Spanish cursillistas were also 
responsible for the introduction of the Movement in Equatorial Guinea and we 
are aware that Cursillos are also imparted at random in Tanzania, Zambia and 
Kenya, although they do not seem to be organized at national level.  
 
Cursillos came to Gibraltar from Tangiers in North Africa, led by a group of 
Spanish cursillistas resident there. It was instigated by a group of men from the 
British colony who had lived their Cursillo in Málaga, Spain, in the sixties. They 
arrived back in Gibraltar with their hearts full of fire and ready to spread the 
Movement, but found that the then Bishop of the city was against the idea. This 
group however never gave up and  continued to meet weekly for a number of 
years in their Group Reunion. It was only when Mgr Rapallo succeeded as 
Bishop of Gibraltar, that he gave the green light to Cursillos being held, and the 
first of these was celebrated in 1976 in Spanish. 
 



2009 also saw the Cursillo Movement established in American Samoa by a team 
from the Asia Pacific Group led by Tam Nguyen of the Vietnamese Diaspora in 
Australia. 
 
Burkina Faso in Africa also experienced the introduction of Cursillos in July 2012 
and these were lead by a team of cursillistas from the neighbouring country of 
Togo. 
 
There must surely be more places in the world where Cursillo is active and 
perhaps unknown to the writer. Let us pray that it continues to thrive and help in 
the evangelization of all environments worldwide, for Pope Paul VI called it the 
“greatest existing Movement of Evangelization in the Church.”            
 
   
 
         
           
 
 
 
   
 

  


